In the world of taxonomy and nomenclature, timing can be everything. A new species described yesterday takes precedence over the same entity described today. Consequently, it is essential that the Journal of Mammalogy makes every effort to facilitate the rapid dissemination of new names and nomenclatural acts, according to current nomenclature rules. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN-iczn.org) oversees the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (The Code-ICZN 1999) that governs and provides structure to nomenclatural issues. The Code specifies that scientific names are valid and accepted only if they meet specific criteria (Chapter 2, Article 8). In particular, a work issued and distributed electronically (such as our Advance Access articles) must state the date of the publication in the work, it must be registered in ZooBank (the official register for names; see http://zoobank. org/), and it must include evidence in the work that such registration has occurred. Critically, any electronic publication must be immutable; that is, it cannot be subject to subsequent alteration (except bibliographic metadata such as pagination, volume number, etc.). Errors must only be corrected via erratum, which are published separately. A publication that provides a new scientific name, a new name combination, or any other act of nomenclatural importance is not acceptable unless and until the work is immutable. This immutable version constitutes the Version of Record (Krell 2015) . A paper published in the physical Journal constitutes an immutable publication, but an Advance Access article does not if this manuscript is available for subsequent alteration. The logic underlying this has long historical roots and a clear logical foundation.
The American Society of Mammalogy and Oxford University Press (OUP) have made two recent policy changes to facilitate the rapid and online publication of nomenclatural acts, given that they meet all the other requirements described in the Code. First, we will register your paper with ZooBank-this is not an onerous process, but to streamline and standardize this effort, our editorial staff will do so on your behalf. Second, as of 1 October 2015, OUP Advance Access articles (see http://jmammal.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/ recent/) are immutable. I have corresponded personally with Dr. Frank-Thorsten Krell, commissioner of the ICZN (pers. comm., 6 August 2015), and he concurs that with this policy our Advance Access articles meet the criteria established by the ICZN and therefore comprise the Version of Record for any nomenclatural acts contained within these papers. These changes will reduce the time from submission to publication dramatically. New names no longer wait for the light of physical publication-they will be available as soon as the authors return approved page proofs.
The Journal of Mammalogy has a history of leadership in all facets of mammalian biology. With these changes we hope to continue to provide the most efficient, effective, and visible venue for all taxonomic and nomenclatural issues pertaining to mammals. We look forward to making you more productive! -Douglas a. Kelt, on behalf of the asM Publications aDvisory boarD
